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Abstract
The aim of the study is to identify of the Palestinian University Youth's Following up
on Local Issues in the electronic websites and their Awareness of These Issues, and to
find out the degree and motives of this follow up. The study also aims to explore the
level of the Palestinian university youth’s trust in the local issues coverage in these
websites.

This is a descriptive study that was based on the methodology of the media
survey. The researcher used the survey form as a tool that was implemented on a
random sample of 387 Palestinian university youth from different universities
(Islamic University, Al-Agsa University, and Al-Azhar University). The survey was
carried out from the 20™ to the 30™ of May 2017, at the end of the second semester of
the academic year 2016/2017.

The study concluded with a set of results, the most important of which were as
follows:

1. The study found that 41.2% of the respondents follow the Palestinian local issues
published on the Palestinian websites in a very high frequency. This is followed
by 25.2% who follow them in a high level, 18.9% who follow them in a moderate
level, 11.3% who follow them in a low level, and finally 3.4% who do not follow
them at all.

2. The most important local issues followed by the respondents in the Palestinian
websites were as follows, respectively: Gaza siege (94.2% of the respondents),
the issue of power supply shortage (92.1% of them), the issue of Palestinian
reconciliation, the issue of unemployment, the issue of treatment and health care,
and finally the issue of revenge.

3. The study found that 62.0% of the respondents who follow the local issues in the
Palestinian websites are significantly aware of these issues, while 28.6% of them
presented a moderate degree of awareness, and the rest presented a low one.

4. There was a positive relationship between the Palestinian university youth’s
follow-up of the local issues published in the websites and their awareness of
these issues.

Study Recommendations:
Based on the above-mentioned findings, the study recommends the following:

1. The Palestinian websites are urged to pay more attention to all the local
Palestinian issues.

2. The need to pay attention to accuracy, objectivity, and professionalism in the
coverage of these issues, and to avoid partisanship.

3. The necessity of seeking the help of media specialists in the coverage of local
affairs and to publish their articles and opinions.
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